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INTRODUCTION. 


WAS reading the other Night a Treatiſe of 
Oracles, which were formerly the chief Sup- 
port of the Heathen Theology. The Oracle 


neration, and was famous through the whole 
World. There was no State or Potentate that 
did not conſult the De/phic Oracle in all their 
Undertakings and Difficulties ; and there was 
ſcarce a private Family, of any Diſtinction, which did not, upon 
ſome Occaſions, inquire of that God concerning their domeſtick 
Affairs. There muſt certainly have been a Succeſſion of wiſe 
and learned Men, who miniſtred in the Temple at De/phos ; 
Men, who were well acquainted with the Hiſtory and Antiqui- 
ties of the World; who were skilled in Geography and Navi- 
gation, and in all the Arts of Government Religious and Civil ; 
and who underſtood the Intereſt and Power of remoter King- 
doms, as well as of the neighbouring Nations. If this be al- 


low'd, it. could not poſe the Oracle to make a proper Anſwer 


to general Queſtions, eſpecially to all National Enquiries. Were 
the God of the Golden Tripod now in being, would it be diffi- 
cult for. him to inform the curious Politician, why the Spaniards 
evacuated Tuſcany # Why the Hollanders are unwilling to be go- 
vern'd by a Stadtholder? And what will at Jaſt be the Fate of 
the Corſicaut, and their Maſters likewiſe ? If indeed any inſidious 
Queſtions were propoſed, we ought not to blame the God, if 
he made uſe of his old Artifices, and returned uncertain and 
ambiguous Anſwers, For Inſtance, were he to be examined 
Foncerning. the Great Talents 7 the preſent Rulers of Europe, 


and 


of Apollo at Delpbos attracted the greateſt Ve- 


and a categorical Anſwer were demanded from him, who of all 
their Mightineſſes is the wiſeſt, it could not reaſonably be ex- 
pected, that, where all are So/omons, he ſhould give a Preference 
to any particular Sovereign. I know ſome learned Moderns, as 
Voſſius, F. Simon, & c. have aſcribed all Oracles to the Inſpirati- 
on of the Devil: But Van Dalin, in a Treatiſe publiſhed in 
1683, proves to a Demonſtration, that they were mere Impo- 
tures, the Inventions of the Heathen Prieſts to draw Money 
from the People; in which they ſometimes acted without Diſ- 
guiſe. For the God of Delphos was frequently bribed to ac- 
commodate his Reſponſes to the ambitious and political Views of 
his Votaries. This made Demoſthenes ſay, that Pythia Philippi- 
xed, when he perceived the Oracle ſo partial to Philip King of 
Macedon, as to utter every thing that favoured the Deſigns of that 
Monarch, who was attempting to enſlave all the Free Cities of 
Greece. Tis no wonder, that Philip uſed this Stratagem, fince 
the De/phic Apollo had ſo much Weight and Influence in all hu- 
man Counſels, and directed all the Great Affairs of the World. 
It might indeed be a Matter of Wonder to us, that a Piece of 
Braſs or Stone ſhould be worſhipped as a Divinity, and accounted 
the Oracle of Truth, if we did not behold the ſame thing practi- 
ſed at this Day, For I believe two Thirds of the Globe are at 
preſent under the Dominion of Pagods, who are animated and 
endued with Speech by the ſame Arts that inſpired the God of 
Delphos, and Powe/'s Puppets. I was full of theſe. RefleQi- 
ons, after reading the Treatiſe I have mention'd above; and that 
Night I had the following Dream or Viſion. | 


The VISION of the GorpEX Rur. 


Ethought I was upon a large River, in a ſmall Indian 

Canoe, without either Oars or Sails. My Canoe was 

4 for ſome time carried down the Stream with great 
Rapidity, and at length, by good Fortune, was driven into alittle 
Creek. By this Means, I landed without any Difficulty, in a 
pleaſant Meadow, in which were ſeveral Walks of tall Elms like 
- thoſe in Greenwich Park, The broadeſt of theſe Walks, which 
was full of Cavaliers all magnificently dreſſed, was an Avenue 
that led, at above half a Mile's Diſtance, to a Temple whoſe gild- 
ed Spires reached the Clouds. Reſolving to gratify my Curioſity, 
I joined the Company, which I perceived were haſtening to the 
Temple, when an elderly Gentleman, habited in a Suit of Black 
Velvet, obſerving I was a Stranger, made me a handſome Com- 
pliment, and offered me his Service. I thanked him for his Ci- 
vility, and took the Liberty to ask him the Meaning of what I ſaw. 
He informed me, that the Perſons I obſerved ſo richly habited 
were the Nob/zJe of the Kingdom, who were going to the Tem- 
ple to celebrate the annual Feſtival of the GoLpex Rumer; 2 
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To, it ſeems, the Pacop was called: That he was an Officer be- 
longing to the CAIET Macician, or VicaRx- GENERAL of the 
Hin PriesTEss; and would place me where I might ſee the 
whole Ceremony, without being incommoded. Saying this, he 
led me into the Temple, and directed me to ſtand in a Niche 
near the Altar, himſelf ſtanding cloſe by me during the whole 
Time the celebration of the Feſtival laſted. The Temple was a 
Plain, large Room, with a flat Roof, but without any Pillars, 
like the Theatre at Oxford. At the Weſt End was an Altar 
rat{ed about hve Foot from the Floor, on which the Image of 
the Pacop was placed. This Ipol was an human Figure, except- 
ing only that he had Goats Legs and Feet, like thoſe which are 
given by Poets and Statuaries to the old Satyrs. His Head was 
made of Wood, his Body down to the Waiſt of Silver; and 
his Poſteriors, which were large and prominent, and from 
whence he deriv'd his Title, were of ſolid Gold. By this De- 
ſcription the Reader will eafily conceive that the Back of the 
Ipol was turned to the Congregation ; an Attitude which I do 
not remember to have obſerved among the Chine/e and Indian 
Pagode. But my friendly Conductor informed me, that he had 
Placed himſelf in this Poſture upon his firſt Entrance into the 
Temple, as well to ſhew his Politeneſs, as to teſtify his Re- 
ſpe& and Gratitude to a Nation which had elected him into 
the Number of the Dii Majores, or Greater Gods. Hexe I 
could not help ſmiling, to think how widely the Cuſtom of 
this Country differed from mine, where the ſame Thing, 
which paſſed here for Civility, and good Manners, would be 
reckoned a Mark of Inſolence and Brutality. 

But to proceed in my Viſion ———On the Right Hand 
of the Paco ſtood the '"FapanTa (for ſo the Hin PrtEsTEsS 
was ſtyled) dreſſed in the Habit of a Roman Matron. Her St9- 
la, or upper Garment, was of Gold Brocade, adorned with Di- 
 amonds and other Jewels. She had a Silver Bell in one Hand, 
and a ſmall Golden Pipe or Tube in the other, with a large Bag 
or Bladder at the End of it. It exaQly reſembled a common 
Clyſter-pipe, and was uſed, as my Friend explained it to me, 
in the ſame manner. For the Bladder was full of Aurum potabile, 
compounded with Pearl Powders, and other choice Ingredients. 
This Medicine, at proper Seaſons, was injected by Taranra 
into the Fd ———t of the PAC Op, to comfort his 
Bowels and preſerve his Complexion. It was likewiſe applied, 
upon extraordinary Occaſions, to appeaſe the IDoL, When he 
lifed up his cloven Foot to correct his Domeſticks who officia- 
ted at the Altar. However, as he was naturally very cholerick, 
ſo his Fury was ſometimes ſo very ſudden and unexpected, that 
he imprinted viſible Marks of it on all who ſtood near him, ere 
the Hicu-PrIgsTEss had time to apply the Golden Clyſter. And 
ſometimes the Storm was ſo — and violent, and the PRIESTESs 

| | 2 nec 


met with ſuch Oppoſition in thoſe Parts to which ſhe directed 
her Tube, : h f = 


(* Una E uruſe; Notuſq; ruunt, creberg; procellis 


Africus ) 


that ſhe was unable to apply it at all, at leaſt with any Succeſs. 
But theſe unnatural Sallies or Hurricanes had not happened, as 
my Conductor aſſured me, above two or three times ſince the 
Deification of the Pacop; and only then, when his Godſhip 
was deeply ſmitten with the Charms of a mortal Dame. 

On the Left Hand of the Ipor, oppoſite to the TarANTA, 
- Rood the CHIET Macician, or Vicar-Gentrat. His Habit 
was a Robe or Mantle of blue Velvet, and underneath a Caſ- 
ſock of white Sattin, embroider'd all over with flying Dragons, 
and he was called GasTterx Arcos, being thus denominated 
from his Belly, which was as large and prominent as the 
Pacop's Rump. On that Part of the Caſſock which covered 
His Belly, and juſt beneath his Surcingle, were embroidered 
theſe Words in Gold Characters, Aukr1i Sacra Fames. He 
Had a Rod or Wand in his Hand, which he waved, continually 
to and fro, like Harleguin Fauſtus in modern Pantomime. This 
Rod, my Conductor told me, belonged heretofore to Pharaoh's 
chief Magician, and ſtill retained its marvellous Virtue; that 
Is, it would change itſelf into Serpent or Dragon, whenever 
. GasTtR Axcos caſt it upon the Ground. There was more- 
over an Ancient Prophecy or Tradition which prevailed 
throughout the Land, that the Gol pER Rumy ſhould conti- 
nue in the Fulneſs of his Glory, and the Hion Pai EST Ess and 
_ GasTEeR maintain their Authority, as long as the latter poſ- 
Teſs'd that Rod; which could never be deſtroyed or eaten up, 
but by the Rod of Aaron. 

My good Friend was proceeding to explain the excellent and 
miraculous Properties of the magic Rod, and to give me a 


Detail of the rare Exploits of GasTer Ax cos, when the Hin- 


1 a EST EAS made the Signal of Adoration by ringing her Silver 

When the People who were gathered together in the Temple 
Heard the Sound of the Silver Bell, they proſtrated themſelves 
before the Pacop. I was likewiſe obliged to fall down flat on 
my Face, leſt I ſhould have been marked for an Unbehever, and 
conſequently expelled the Temple, or, perhaps, have been 
ſacrificed to the Ipor by the ſuperſtitious Multitude. After we 
had continued in that humble Poſture two or three Minutes, 
an hollow, hoarſe Voice, which proceeded from the GorbEx 
Rur, uttered the following Words. Hearken to my Voice, 


® Cotton's Tranſlation of this Verſe in irgil will beſt explain my Mcaning., 
| | | « all 
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© all ye People, and receive with Reverence the Oracle of 
Truth. I am the Mightieſt among the Mighty, even he that 
. © rjdeth through the Firmament on the Back of the Great Bear. 
© In my Preſence the Sun is Darkneſs, and the Moon and Stars, 
© are my Footballs. Hearken unto my Voice, all ye Nations, 
and offer up unto me yourſelves, your Sons, and your Sons 
© Sons; your Wives and your Daughters, your Man Servants 
and your Maid Servants! Hearken unto my Voice, all ye Peo- 
ple, and offer up unto me Veſſels of Silver, and Veſſels of 
Gold. I ſay unto you, Veſſels of pure Gold, your own and your 
* Neighbours Veſſels! ſo ſhall ye find Favour in my Sight, and 
the Man who changeth his Rod into a Serpent, ſhall fill you 
with good things. When the Oracle of the Gol DEN Rune 
had thus delivered himſelf, all the People roſe from the Ground. 
Immediately the Hicn-Pr1esTess rung the Silver Bell a ſecond 
time; and the Canrer Macician making a profound Obeiſance 
to the Ipot, kneeled before the Altar, and made the following 
Addreſs, in the Name of the Congregation. 
« Moſt illuſtrious Rumy! Thou who art Mightieſt among 
the Mighty, who rideſt on the Back of the Great Bear, and 
© whoſe Brightneſs exceedeth the Bightneſs of the Sun! With 
Hearts full of Gratitude we acknowledge thy gracious Favour, 
© and we obey thy Voice. Lo, we offer up ourſelves, our 
Wives, and our Daughters, our Sons, and our Sons Sons, and 
© their Sons which are yet unborn. Lo! we offer up unto 
© Thee our Veſſels of Silver, and Veſſels of Gold; our own 
© and our Neighbours Veſſels, and our Neighbours Neighbours, 
and their Neighbours, even the Veſſels of thoſe who inhabit 
the remoteſt Corners of the Land. x 
Then the CIE Maceictian rifing up, turned his Face to the 
Congregation, and making a Sign with his Hand, there advanc- 
ed from the middle of the Temple twelve Men clad in blue Vel- 
vet, and about twenty four in Red, each having a Basket- Hilt 
Sword by his Side, and a large Rump embroidered in Gold on 
his Veſt, with this Motto round it; | 


RumPATUR, guiſguis RUMPITUR invidia. 


I conſidered this Motto as a mere Pun or Quibble, explaining 

it to myſelf in this manner; Whoever envies me, or Whoever is 

not on my Side, let bim be Rumeed. And I was afterwards much 

pleas'd to find, that my Friend's Conſtruction of thoſe Words 

differ'd but little from mine; only he tranſlated the Latin Verſe 

into French. It will be neceſſary to inform my Reader, that 

thoſe goodly Perſonages, who bore Semblance of Worth, not WH 

Subſtance, were called Knights of the GoLpen Rume, which 14 

was the Badge of their Order; that they were the moſt conſi- 14 

derable Inhabitants of the Country, and were the principal Do- — 

meſticks of the Pacov. | ' mm 
Next 1 
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Next after the Kzights of the Gorpex Ruur, came twenty- 
two Knights in Party- coloured Robes of Black and White. Theſe 
were all Caſtellans; and becauſe they received their Commiſſi- 
ons from the High Prieſteſs, they were commonly called 
TaranTa's Knights. They approached the Altar with great 
Reverence, their Eyes being ſteadily fixed on the Ipot. But 
my Friend aſſured me they were generally Hypocrites ; and were 
attracted by the Brightneſs of the Metal of which the Pacop's 
Body was made, and not by the Divinity of his Perſon; that 
their whole Study was to get a better Caſtellan, and ſo enrich 


their Families by the Revenues and Perquiſites of their Imploy- 


ments. | Theſe Cafte//ans, who were likewiſe Domeſticks of the 
Pacop, ranged themſelves together with the Knights of the 
GolpEn Ruup, on each Side of the Altar. The third Proceſh- 
on was compoted of about two hundred and fifty Men of dif- 
ferent Ages, and dreſſed in different Habits. They were called 
the Ecuyers of the CHIEF Macician, but were in Fruth his 
Slaves and Vaſſals. Every one of theſe Ecuyers carried a large 
Veſſel of Gold on his Head, full of ſquare Pieces of the ſame 
Metal, each about the Size of a Dye. They ſet down their 
Veſſels at the Foot of the Altar, and then making three Genu- 
flections, they filed off to the Right and Left, and ranged 

themſelves behind the Ca/tgdlans. Their Vaſſals, it ſeems, con- 
tained the Annual Offerings, to which the whole Body of the 
People were obliged, and which had been collected ſome Days 


before under the Direction of the CRIET Macictan, who 


ſuperintended that Work ex Officio. The Offerings (or more 
properly I may call it a Tribute) were preſented in this man- 


ner, to prevent Confuſion, and ſhorten the Time of the Solem- 


nity; which muſt have laſted many Days, if every Native of the 
Country had been permitted to make his Offerings in Perſon. 
When ail the Veſſels were placed on the Altar, and the Hin- 
PRIESTESS had conſecrated them in Form to the Service of the 
Pacop; GasrER AkGos caft his Rod upon the Pavement, 
which immediately changed into a Serpent, or rather a mon- 
ſtrous Dragon. The Jaws of the Beaſt were ſo wide, that he could 
eaſily have ſwallow'd a whole Ox. But other Prey was deſigned 
for him. For no ſooner had he beheld the Veſſels of Gold, 


but, ſeizing them one after another, he gulp'd them down with 


all their Contents and Appurtenances, in lels time than a Dung- 
hill Cock would have pick'd up a dozen Barley-Corns from a 
Threſhing Floor; and yet he did not ſeem to be half filled or ſa- 
tisfied with his Meal, but looked about for more Food of the 
ſame Kind. TI once thought he would have ſnapt at thoſe Parts 
of the Pacop which were formed of Gold, when the Career 
Mac1cian taking him by the Tail, he became a {mall Rod or 
Wand, as before. | 


'Fhe 


The Metamorphoſis of the Rod did not ſurprize me more 
than what followed upon it. The Macician gently ſtroked 
the GolpEN Rumy with the ſmall End of his Rod, when 
behold! that Part of the Ipol ſwelled to ſuch an enormous 
Size, that (as I conjecture) the unnatural Protuberance of ad- 
ditional Weight of Gold, was ſufficient to make a Statue as 
large as the Statue in Gro9/venor-Square, Horſe and all. — 
The Pacop was highly pleaſed with his Increaſe of Metal, 
and teſtified his Satisfaction by a loud Grunt; which was eſteem- 
ed ſo auſpicious a Preſage of future Happineſs and Proſperity 
to the Nation, that it was immediately anſwered by an uni- 
verſal Acclamation of thoſe who were preſent in the Temple. 
And now to finiſh the Ceremony of this grand Feſtival, the 
TayaNnTa took from beneath her Robes a ſmall Silk-Bag, which 
ſhe delivered to the Cuize Macician. As ſoon as he had 
received the Big, he commanded the Knights of the Gorpen 
Rume, Caſtellans, and all his own Ecuyers or Vaſſals, to paſs in 
Review before him; to each of whom he preſented a ſmall 
Vellum Ticket, which he took out of the Silk-Bag. The 
Tickets entitled the Bearers to certain Commanderies, Privile- 
ges, and Emoluments, from which all the other Citizens were 
excluded; as likewiſe to a daily Allowance of Rice, Oil, Salt, 
and Schiras Wine, in proportion to their Quality and Merit, 
or the degree of Favour they poſſeſſed. They were all very 
eager to read their Tickets: and ſome of them, contrary to 
my Expectation, ſeem'd to be much diſſatisfied with their Por- 
tions. I particularly obſerved, that one of the Knights of the 
GoLpen Rur openly demanded from the CHIET Macicran 
an additional Meaſure of Rice, Oil, and Wine, alledging that 
the Allowance aſſigned him for a whole Day, was ſcarce fuf- 
ficient for his Breakfaſt: He only agreed to the Quantity of 
Salt ſpecified in his Ticket, which he acknowledg d was enough 
for three Meals. I found my Conductor did not much affect 
this Cavalier, and he bid me mark him well, that I might know 
him again. Of all the GREAT Rume's Attendants, he hath 
© the moſt voracious Appetite. Tho,” as you ſee, he is old, 
and very infirm, yet he requires as much Proviſion for him. 
« ſelf, as would ſubſiſt a ſmall Army. Formerly he could di- 
« geſt Iron, like an Oſtrich; and at this Day he can ſwallow 
© as large a Doſe of Aurum potabile at one End, as our Pacop 
© can receive at the other: However, for particular Reaſons, 
© the CHIEFH MAGi1Clan will endeavour to content him.“ Scarce 
had my Friend done ſpeaking, When GasTER took an Oppor- 
tunity of whiſpering the hungry Knight, and flipt another 
Ticket into his Hand. Other Cavaliers followed the Example 
of the hungry Knight, and made new Demand-, but without 
Succeſs; for the Cx1izr Maciclan gave but little Attention to 
DT, what 


* 
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what they ſaid, or put them off with an half Promiſe to the 
next annual Feſtival. | Os 55 

During the Diſtribution of theſe Rewards, there was an In- 
cident that made me laugh heartily. A little old Knight, 
called Brunchys, was xecompenſed beyond any Service he had 
done, or was able of rendering to the Gol DN Rumy; for 
tho' he had conſtantly attended at the Altar for above Forty 
Years, yet he had not Senſe enough to learn the common 
Forms of Prayer. However, he thought - he muſt do as the 
reſt, and therefore demanded larger Appointments. Upon which 
the Cyitr Macician called for his Ticket, and endorſed a 
Memorandnm, which reduced Brunchus to an half Allowance 
of Rice, Oil, and Wine, ine Grano Salis. Whether he could 
not read the Memorandum, or was intimidated by GasrRR's 
Frowns, or was too ſordid to reſent any Indignity that was 
offered him; he ſubmitted to the Alteration, and took his Stand 
again, ſeemingly very well contented. * What a Wretch, ſays 
my Conductor, is that Brunchus! He is one of the richeſt 
Men in this Country; he hath no Heir to inherit his vaſt. 


© Eſtate? he is in the firſt Claſs of Nobility ; he was Knight of 


© the GoLden Rumy, when the Cuitr Macicilan was only a. 
common Juggler; and yet for a Peck of Rice more, he would 
« worſhip the Clyſter- pipe in TaranTa's Hand. | 

After the Knights of the Gol DEN Ruur were diſpatched, the 
Caftellans, or Party- coloured Knights advancing towards the 


CaikEr Maciclan, with great Reverence received their re- 


ſpective Tickets; on which were written or engraved, in a 


large Text Hand, and in Gold Characters, theſe Monoſyllables, 
Trans and PLus, by which they were diſtinguiſhed from the 
other Tickets. I further obſerved, that on ſome of theſe Tick- 
ets the Wards where repeated two or three Times; and particu- 
Jarly the fourth Ticket, which was delivered to a Knight that 


| halted, had this Inſcription, Trans, Trans, TxAxs, Trans. 


«©, Mark, ſays my Conductor, that lame Knight. He arrived 
to the preſent high Dignity he enjoys, by railing continually 
« againſt it. He has taken all Occaſions to expoſe his Brethren 
to Contempt, by ridiculing their Manners, and the Titles 
«. they have aſſumed, He hath in ſeveral Diſcourſes endeavour- 

« ed to prove, that Statutes of his own Order are abſurd 
« and impious; and ſuch as ought not to be ſubſcribed by any 


Man who has common Senſe, or common Honeſty. He main- 


« tains, that the Caſtellans are an uſeleſs Body of Men, which 
© ſhould never have been legally eſtabliſhed in this Country; 
« and that a rich Caſtellan is a Monſter. Would you after this 
« believe that he himſelf is a Caſtellan, aud the richeſt of all, 
© and that he has twenty Times ſubſcribed to the Statutes of 
« his Order, and as often ſwore to maintain them?“ My good 
Friend was going on with his Character of the lame Cafes, 

| | Wnen 


1 
When I interrupted him by an Impatience I expreſſed to know 
the Meaning of Plus and Tx ANS; which I Imagined were two 
very ſignificant Monoſyllables in the Place where they ſtood. 
© Your Conjecture, ſays he, is right: For theſe Words con- 
© vey more than ten Skins of Parchment can do in a Coun- 
© try where the Laws are intricate and voluminous. PLvs is 


© a Term which is to be underſtood here in the ſame Senſe 
it is uſed in Algebra; where it is always a Sign of Addition, 


and is expreſſed by this Character, . For Example, 600 p/zs 
© (or F) 1400, or 1400 plus (or 1) G0 is equal to 2000. The 
jxnior Caſtallans are very fond of this Algebraical Figure; and 
no wonder, fince it uſually brings with it a Stipend of 2000, 
© 3000, 4000, 5000, or perhaps 6000 * Pagodes a Year, over 
and above the ordinary Revenues of their reſpective Caſtella- 
© #ies, Obſerve that Caſtellan wito looks towards us! He was 


formerly a Trumpeter, and now he is poſſeſſed of Twelve or 


* Thirteen thouſand Pagodes a Year, by Virtue of his PLus Tick- 
© N. Some Years ago there was a general Aſſembly of Ca- 
® /tellans ; they made a Decree by which the ufe of PLus Tick- 
© ets were forbidden, as being contrary to the original Inſtitu- 
© tion of their Order; brit they inſerted a Clauſe of Diſpenſa- 
„tion, in caſe the Claimant ſhould be a Perſon of 4i/ingniſhed 
Merit. This Article rendered the Prohibition uſeleſs ; for ſince 
* that Day, every Caſtellan hath been a Perſon of di/finguiſhed 


Merit. The Prvs Titkets were invented with a good Deſign, 
© viz. to'cloathie the poor Brethren of the Cafte//ans (for they 


have a poor Brocherhdod) and to furniſh Salt and Leeks for 
« their Porridge ; but the Ca/tellans, and thoſe who are Candi- 
« dates for the Caftellanizs, very early perverted this laudable 


© Thiſtirution, and appropriated the PLus Tickets to themſelves, 


They fare ſamptuouffly, and heap up Riches, whilſt they deny 
© their poor Brethren the common Neceſſaries of Life.” Here I 
interrupted my Friend again, to ask him, if the Monoſyllable 
Trans were as uncharitable as Plus. He anſwered, That 
TANs was a Word originally invented for the Uſe of the Ca- 


* lellans only; that it ſignified Tranſnominatio; and in thoſe 


© Tickets where it is repeated, it ſignifies Tran/mutatio. The 
© firſt Term does not require an Explanation; the ſecond is to 


be underſtood as it is in Geometry, where Tran/mutation 


means the Change of one Figure or Body into another of the 
«© fame Area of Solidity, but of a different Form; as a Triangle 
into a Su], or a Pyramid into a Paralleloped. But if the 
Word be three our four Times repeated, it muſt be explained, 
* as in A/chymy, the Act of changing or exalting imperfect Me- 


* tals into Gold or Silver: So that when a Ca/e//an hath been 


„4 Pagode is an Indian Coin, 
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tranſnuted three or four Times, he neceſſarily becomes 2 

golaen Caſtellan; for ſo the rich Knights are generally called. 
The CasTELLANS were ſucceeded by the Vaſſals or Ecuyers 
of the CIE. Macician. Theſe Gentlemen advanced without 
obſerving any Order; preſſing, ſqueezing, treading on one an- 
other's Heels, and reaching over one another's Shoulders, to 
receive their Tickets; only I remarked they paid ſome Deference 
to their Leader. He was an aukward, clumſy Perſon: He 
held a Pair of Gold Scales in his Right Hand, while his Left 
was employed to hold up his Breeches. My Conductor in- 
formed me, he was called Sacoma, or the Weight-Maſter ; that 
he was in great Favour with the GoLpen Ruur, and nearly re- 
lated to the Cyier Macician; that his Office was to evezgh the 
Power and Intereſt of the Neighbouring Nations, and all the 
Words and Actions, and even the very Thoughts of their Ru- 
lers: That this he could eafily do, becauſe his Scales were 
made of the ſame Metal as thoſe which Jupiter uſed when he 
weighed the Fates of mighty Combatants. By this Means, 
© ſaid my Conductor, Sacoma hath defeated. all the Deſigns 
© which have been formed againſt the Theocracy of the Gol DEN 
© Rumy. For whenever he diſcovers the Increaſe of Empire, 
or the malevozent Intentions of any infidel State or Potentate, 
© he caſts a Ta/;/man into the oppoſite Scale; which immediate- 
ly reduces the exorbitant Power of our Enemies, and makes 
them fall down and worſhip the GoLpen Rune. For this 
* Reaſon we have no Occaſion for Soldiers, or Garriſon Towns; 
© but wholly rely on the Skill of the excellent Sacoma, to 
© whom we owe our preſent Security, and the flouriſhing Con- 
dition of this Country. Some Troops indeed we have, who 
are allowed to wear Military Habits ; but they are Troops of 
© Players, who are N d in the Service of the Pacop, and 
are appointed to act a Farce or comic Interlude on certain ſtat- 
© ed Feſtivals. While my Friend was giving me this Account 
of the Sacoma, all the Ecuyers had received their Tickets - 
And juſt as I was going to ask him ſome Queſtions concern- 
ing others among them in whoſe Habits or Geſtures I remark- 
ed any thing very fingular, the Hican PRI ESTYESS rung her 

Silver Bell. As ſoon as the Cy1sr Macici an heard this Signal, 
he addreſſed himſelf to the Congregation in a ſhort Speech; 
wherein, after having enumerated the many excellent Quali- 
ties of the GoLpen Rumy, and all the good Things he had 
done for the People, he acquainted us, that his Pagodſbip was 
engaged to ſup with Jupiter that Evening in Ætbiopia; where 
they were to ſettle Affairs of the greateſt Importance, and 
ſuch, as when they were made publick, would fill the whole 
World with Wonder. Saying this, he laid down his Rod with 
great Reverence at the Feet of the Pacop. The Rod, as before, 
was immediately changed into an huge Dragon and the Dra- 
E | gon 


—— 


gon (who, it ſeems, knew his Buſineſs perfectly well) took the 
Ino on his Back, and flew with him out of the Temple (the 
Roof of the Temple riſing up like a Portcullis) with as much 
Eaſe as Jupiter carried away little Ganymede. When the Pacob 
was out of ſight, the Hin Pai Es ESS pronounced a Bleſſing, 


and then diſmiſſed the Congregation ; retiring to her own 


Apartment through a Paſſage behind the Altar, attended only 
by the CuIET Macician. I was ſo amazed at what I had ſeen, 
that I ſtood in a profound Revery, till the Greateſt Part of the 


Cangregation was departed. At length my Conductor pulled me 


by the Sleeve, and ſpoke thus to me. | 
« You ſee the Power of our Pacop; but a Word in your 
© Ear: Do not imagine he is really gone to ſup in AÆtbiopia. 
He never mounts the Dragon, but when he is in an amorous 
Fit.“ He had beheld, among his Votaries ſome mortal Fe. 
male, who had ſmitten him to the Heart. He is now addreſ- 
« {ing himſelf to her in the Shape of a Paroquet, or ſome other 
© beautiful Bird; or, perhaps, he is fallen into her Boſom in a 
Shower of Gold; in which Form he never fails to ſucceed. 
© Nor ought this to derogate from his high Dignity. Have not 
all the Pagan Deities ſubjected themſelves in like manner to 
© human Paſſions? How often has Jupiter transformed himſelf 
into a Bird or a Beaſt? And did not he once ſtop the Courſe 
© of the Sun for twelve Hours, that he might lie ſo much 
© longer with another Man's Wife? If you examine our My- 
« thology, you will perceive that all thoſe Gods, who are the 


Work of Mens Hands, or who are repreſented by Statues, 


„which are the Work of Mens Hands, have frequently ſub- 
6 mitted to the Power of Love; from old Saturn the King 
down to Apis the Egyptian Ox. I muſt, however confeſs, 
< that theſe Love Sallies ſometimes produce very bad Effects, 
and even render the Divinity of our great Pagod ſuſpected ;. 
< whereof the Cxier Macici an hath wiſely diſſembled the real 
« Cauſe of his Abſence. Beſid es, my Patron hath not loſt the 
Remembrance that the firſt Perſon. of his Name and Family 
« was deſtroyed for concerning himſelf in a * God's Amours. But 
I wiſh, with all his Care, he may be able to conceal this In- 
< cident from the common People. For we have among us a 
great Number of Hereticks and Unbelievers, who take all 
Occaſions to expoſe the GoLpen Ruur, and ridicule his 
« ſacred Myſteries. Inſtead of coming here, as they ought, to 
join in the Celebration of this grand Feſtival, they meet in ſe- 
« parate Congregations, and private Clubs, where the Rump 


of a Buffalo is ſet before them. To this they offer a Liba- 


tion; and this (as they pretend) is the true original Rump 


which was worſhipped by our Anceſtors ; and for many Ages, 


* See the Table of IQ, 
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c preſerved our People in Health, Strength, and Proſperity. 
3 They impiouſly aſſert, that there is more Divinity in a Beef 

« Collop, than in the whole Body of our mighty Pacop ; like 
< thoſe Barbarians, who paid a greater Veneration to their Leer 
and Onions, than to Jupiter himſelf, and all the Race of Gods 
_ « deſcended from him. Theſe Men are neither to be converted 
by the Miracles of GasTER's Rod, nor intimidated by the Ap- 
© pearance of his Dragon; altho? the Beaſt, if he were let looſe 
upon them, would devout them all at a Meal. In ſhort, they 
pretend to govern themſelves by Reaſon and Philoſophy, and 
© will have no God but one of their own chuſing. If they had 
«* ſufficient Power, they would inſtantly melt down the Body 
© of our Paco for the Uſe of the Poor, and crucify the Cnixzr 
© Macictan for a Terror to all of his Profeſſion. In the Place 
of the former they would ſet up the Statue of the Blue-ey'd 
Virago, Pallas Athenæ; and ſupply the Room of our GasTzer 
As cos, by recalling an old Maid, one Area, who for her 
© Impertinence was baniſhed the Earth above Four Thouſand 
* Years ago. | | 15 

As for the Hicn Pa EST ESO Here I was awaked by the 
bawling of an Hawker under my Window, who deſired his 
Cuſtomers to open their Eyes, and purchaſe Two penny-worth 
of Common SENSE. | 1 | 


A Dissx&TATION upon KICKING, | 


HEN I took upon me this Province of a Publick 
Writer, I was reſolv'd to the beſt of my poor Capa- 
city, to make this Paper Entertaining as well as In- 
Nructive to my Readers; in order to which, I judg'd it would 
be abſolutely neceſſary not to dwell too long upon the ſame ſub- 
ject.— —Man, as well as Woman, delights in Variety, and 
the Mind, as well as the Palate, muſt have Change of Diet. 
—— — The Puicquid agunt Homines, is indeed a large Field for 
Wit and Satire to exerciſe themſelves upon; but often, of late 
when J had choſe my Subject, and ſat down with Deſign of com- 
municating my Thoughts upon it, I found upon Recollection, 
that I had been anticipated by. ſome other Authors who had 
lived before me. _ ef 5 5 
The Spectator, of moral and facetious Memory, reform'd the 
Perriwigs, the Canes, and the Sword-Knots of the Fops; nay 
he tripp'd up their red Heels, if I may be allow'd that Expreſſion 
— As to the Fair Sex, he handled them from Head to 
Foot; not a Part about a fine Lady was left untouch'd In a 
Word, whenever I take up the Specator, I am ready every 
Minute to break cut into the fame Exclamation that a Poet 
of Gaſccigny utter'd upon reading over a beautiful Ode of Horace 
| — D.-un 


( 13 ) 

b theſe Ancients (ſays be) they have fßlolęn all my 
ne Thoughts. | ; 3. 4 
Writers, of ſuch univerſal Talents, may draw ſomething that 
is uſeful and entertaining from the moſt barren Subject in Na- 
ture —— The Spectator, before mention'd, has been very 
learned upon Dancing. — We have had Writers of but a 
ſecond or third Claſs in Fame, who have had their Excellencies: 
A Baronet of North Britain has publiſh'd a large Querto upon, 
the Art of Fencing ; and a Baronet of Warceſterſtird has obliged. 
the World with a Treatiſe of immenſe, Erudition upon the Gym- 
naſtic Science, or the Art of Wreſtling. . 
But no People come upꝑ to the Germans in their indefatigable 
Induſtry for ſearching Antiquity. What immenſe Volumes of 
ancient Learning have they reſcued from Cobwebs and Oblivion! 


Ho have they work'd through the Ruſt of Time, to 


make Diſcoveries for the Improvement of Mankind! And with 
what infinite Labour, have they collected the valuable Fragments, 
ſcatter'd in different Authors, upon Subjects of high Importance 
to the learned World! | 


1 have myſelf ſeen a Hiſtory written by one of the German 


Literati, intituled, De Feterum Lucernis & Candelabris ; Of the 
Lamps and Candlefticks of the Ancients. It is certain we 
ſhould. be groping in che Dark in Search of many Things be. 
longing to Antiquity, had they not held out Lights to us. 
Another, who was as bright a Genius as the former, was twenty 


Years in compiling a Treatiſe De. Chirotbecis & Ocreis ; Upon 


Gloves and Boots. 
I have been credibily inform'd by Travellers, that there is a 
large Folio Manuſcript in the Elector Palatine's Library, De 


Z Miſeriis ambulantium — On the Miſery of walking on 
Foot; in which there is a Phyſical Diſſertation. upon Corns. 


There are ſeveral Volumes. - De Veterum Cultellis 5 


Furcis ; Of the Knives and Forks of the Ancients, written by 
one YVangderhbackle, enrich'd with Cuts; an Art that has; contri- 


buted very much to. illuſtrate German Wit. What need 
I mention the great Bambooz/e-bergius, who has made a Col- 
lection De Mendaciis Autiguorum; Of the Lies of the Ancients; 


which Work, we hear, is ſhortly to be printed here, for the 


Improvement and Edification of the Vouth of this Kingdom, 


a certain great Man having taken upon him to patronize it: So 


that I hope every Perſon in Imployment will be obliged to ſub- 
ſcribe, under Pain of being caſhier'd. a 

I have likewiſe been inform'd, that there has been ſor ſeveral 
Years, in the publick Library at Ratisbon, a moſt curious Ma- 
nuſcript, De Colaphis & Calcationibus Peterum ; Of the Kicks 
and Cuffs of the Ancients; written by the learned Yanhboofius ; 


and that a Copy of this Work wss ſome Years ago tranſmitted 


into England, to be laid up in the Royal Library of St. Famer: 
| . that 
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that it lus been carefully reviſed and collated by the learned 


Doctor B -y, Who has amended an Error in the Title; for 
he has proved, that the Subſtantive Co/ophis, muſt have been an 
Interpolation of the Tranſcriber ; and of Conſequence, the true 
Reading is, De Caltationibus Veterum; which he tranſlates thus 

—— Of the Kicks on the A——— of the Aucients. 
This ſhews how Learning muſt have ſuffer d through the Igno- 


rance of Tranſcribers, were it not for the Accuracy of ſuch ju- 


dicious Criticks. | | 

To confeſs the plain Truth, I had a Deſign of writing ſome- 
thing upon this Subject myſelf, and have already been at no ſmall 
Pains in looking over the Cotton and Bodleian Libraries. 


IT don't know but it would be very well worth while to take a 
Journey to Rome, on purpoſe to conſult that of the Fatican, but 
f am a little too much confined at preſent; I therefore beg the 


Aſſiſtance of the Learned of bath our Univerſities, and hope they 
will be ſo good to communicate whatever Diſcoveries they may 


have made upon this Subject in the Courſe of their Reading: 


and as I ſhould be glad to enrich this Paper with the choiceſt 
Flowers of Antiquity, I intend to publiſh them here.— — 


* 


It is a Subject, well handled, that muſt give great Satisfaction to 


the Curious; nay, I could with the World was but well inform'd 
of ſome late Truths concerning Kicking, I fancy it would con- 


tribute towards curing the Spleen of the whole Nation. | 
The Stage is the Repreſentation of the World, and certainly 


a Man may know the Humours and Inclinations of the People, 
by what is liked or diſliked upon the Stage; and I have often 
obſerv'd a Kicking to be the moſt diverting Scene in a modern 

_ Comedy.— We have had feveral Poets of our own Na- 


tion who have ſucceeded very well this Way. —— There is a 


kicking betwixt Sir Harry Wildair and Alderman Smuggler, in 
the Comedy call'd the Trip to the Fubilee; which is allow'd by 
the ableſt Criticks to be a Maſter-piece of good Writing: There 
is alſo a kicking in the Ou Batchelor, and another in the Squire 


of Alſacia, which are excellently well penn'd. 
Oft all the Comedians who have appeared upon the Stage 
within my Memory, no one has taken a kicking with ſo much 


Humour as our preſent moſt excellent Laureat, and I am in- 
 form'd his Son does not fall much ſhort of him in this Excellence; 
J am very glad of it, for as I have a Kindneſs for the young 
Man, I hope to ſee him as well kick'd as his Father was before 


m. | | i 
Fitherto, indeed, theſe Kickings have been only the Support 
and Ornament of the Comick Scene; I wiſh with all my Heart 


ſome Poet of a ſublime Genius would venture to write a Kicking 
in a Tragedy : I am very well perſuaded, if an Author was to 
introduce a King kicking a firſt Miniſter, it would have a very 
good Effect: Such an Incident muſt certainly give great Pleaſure 
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to the Audience, and contribute very much to the Succeſs of 


the Play. 


But to come nearer to my preſent Purpoſe T have taken 


no ſmall Pains in examining Authors, to find out when this 
Cuſtom of kicking firſt began in the World. 
the Writers of Hiſtory have not been a little more particular in 


I am ſorry 


a Matter of ſo great Importance to Mankind. 
Some of the Roman Emperors, Nero, Domitian, and Caligula, 


were given to kicking; ſo indeed was our Harry the Eighth, he 


made nothing of kicking the Houſe of Commons. Thete 


3s a Box on the Ear recorded of Queen Elizabeth; it was a 


ſudden Sally of jealous Love; it was but a kind of aigre douceur: 
and it does not appear that it was the Faſhion of her Court. 
The Action of Kicking might be thought a little too ro- 


buſt for the Delicacy of her Sex, and it might have expoſed the 


Royal Legs & cetera, to the Sneers of the young Fellows of 
the Court, therefore ſhe modeſtly turned it into a Box on the 
Ear. 


As no Man can account how Faſhions riſe and fall, who 


knows but the Practice of kicking upon every trifling Occaſion, 


may become a Faſhion in this Kingdom. One of the great- 


eſt Wits of our Nation has placed the Seat of Honour in a cer- 
tain Part of the Body that I don't well know how to deſcribe. 


It is the Part which we muſt not name in well-bred Company, 


yet happy is the Fair Maid who ſhall riſe with that Part upper- 
moſt in a Morning, good Luck ſhall attend her, and all the 
Wiſhes of that Day ſhall be crown'd with Succeſs; but if 1 
muſt deſcribe it plainer, it is the Part where School Boys are 
puniſhed for falſe Concords, and for playing Truant - If it 
mould, I fay, become a Faſhion, you would ſee a Fellow at 
Court, who had juſt receiv'd a moſt gracious Kick on that Part 


return as proud as a Citizen from being Knighted ; and why not 
the Honour of Knighthood be conferr'd this Way, as well as by 


the Sword ? and, indeed, why might not all Titles be conferr'd 
this Way ? 


And again, if you ſhould happen to ſee a Crowd of Slaves run- 


ning to the Levee of ſome Court Favourite in a Morning, and 


any Body ſhould ask how comes this Man to be fo courted, or fa 
followed, the natural Anſwer in this Caſe would be, he has been 
lately kick'd into Reputation, or he has been lately kick'd into 


Preferment. 


I cannot ſee why it might not be turned to be of excellent 
Uſe towards carrying on the Deligns of Miniſters of State, that 
is to ſay, in caſe they ſhou'd happen to be purſuing Meaſures 
apparently deſtructive of the Liberties of their Country; for in 


this Caſe they muſt, for their own Safety, be obliged to bribe 


the Repreſentatives of the People, and as they would certainly 
bribe with the People's Money, not with their own, and as I 


\ ſhould. 


* | \ 

= ORD 
ould think it à very richt Thing to ve che publick Money's 
I ſhould for that Reaſon humbly propoſe, that kicking might 
be introduced into publick Buſineſs, inftead of bribing; I don't 
doubt but it might anſwerall the ſame Parpofes, for I am firth- 
Jy of Opinion, that whoever will take a Bribe, will take a Kick- 
8 ape COR ES T0N | 
1 believe ſome Examples may be brought where it has been 


made uſe of with Sucteſs : Men, I ſay, have been kick das well 


bribed into Meaſures againſt their Country, and therefore it is 


not at all improbable but it may, ſome Time or other, become 


a Method of carrying on State Affairs. Tf we mould live to 
ſee that Day, young Princes, inſtead of Riding, Fencing, and 
Dancing, would have proper Maſters provided to inſtruct them 
In kicking and as he that undertook to eat a Sword began hy 
eating a Dagger, ſo a young Adept ſhould begin by kicking his 
Hat, before he was put to kick a Man. 3 
As to the young Nobility and Gentry, inſtead sf Waſtitig 
their Youth in ſtudying. to underſtand Horace and Virgil, they 
might be inſtructed to take a kicking with a good Grace; by 
which Means you would ſee a polite Nobility, a valiant Gentry, 
a moſt pious dignified Clergy, and a Court that would be a Con- 
ſtellation of the moſt illuſtrious Perſonages of the Kingdom. 
There is a Court of Honour in all the Coumtries of Europè: 


In France the Mareſchals or Generals preſide in i. In 
England the Judge of the Court of Honour is Hereditary in 
the Family of the firſt Duke of the Kingdom I ſhould 


think that the Ceremonial of Kicking a Man into a Title; ora a 


great Imployment, might be ſettled by the Judges of theſe 
Courts of Honour, if I might be worthy of adviſing in Matters 


of ſo high a Nature; I ſhould think it would be too great a Fa- 
tigue for the Prince himſelf to kick the whole Court, eſpecially 


in Countries where the Court is numerous; I ſhould therefore 


be of Opinion, that nobody ſhould have the Honour of being 
kick'd by the Sovereign, except the firſt Minifter, the principal 
Secretaries of State, the Preſident of his Councils, and ſome 
few others the great Officers of the Crown; but theſe might 
kick thoſe next in Imployment under them, who might gradually 


deſcend, that there ſhould not be a Man in any Imployment in 
the Kingdom but what might be kick'd. 3 | 

It is not yet indeed become a Cuſtom in any Court of 1 29 
the more is the pity; for I think it would be a truly Royal Ex- 
erciſe for a Prince to divert himſelf with kicking two or three 
of his Miniſters every Morning; it would contribute to the Pre- 
ſervation of his own health, as well as to the mending the Man- 
ners of his Court; and J believe it would have become a Faſhion 
ſome where or other, were it not that the young Nobility of all 
Nations travel to France, and are apt retain Impreſſions of what 


they ſce there, —— The Barbarity of a French Education will 


not 
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and elbowing to be kick'd. 
If the common People, who are not fond of new Faſhions at 


3 [= IF 1 
not fuffer a Gentleman to take a Kick from any Perſon, be he 
never ſo great, without ſome terrible Conſequences; but L 
hope we in this Nation may live to get the better of ſuch Pre- 
Judices, which may have this good Conſequence, it may 
introduce an Elegance and Politeneſs of Manners not knowa 


in the World, except amongſt the ancient Goths and modern 


Hottentots. 8 
I may ſay, without Vanity, that we are not ſuch Barbarians, 
but there may be found amongſt us ſome great Men who can 


pocket up a Kick or a Cuff with as good an Air as they cou'd a 


Bribe; and as to thoſe ſplendid Exagitations of Choler, 
which are apt to break out into Rogue and Raſcal, I am credibly 
inform'd ſome very ſtately Perſons are ſo uſed to them, they 


receive them with the ſame Countenance, as, Sir, I Kiſs your 


Hands ; this ſhews we are well diſpoſed for a Reformation of 


Manners; yet I fear will not grow into general Imitation, unleſs 
the Court ſhould ſet the Example, which I am afraid will not 


happen; but if we ſhould live to ſee that Day, the Place-Men 
muſt of courſe all fall into it; and I think it would be pleaſant 
enough when a great Imployment became vacant, to lee a 
Parcel of Impudent Fellows in Lace and Embroidery, preſſing 


their firſt Riſe, ſhould diſcover any Diſlike of coming into it, 


Why might not the Standing Army be imploy'd to kick the 
whole Nation? | 


The Lord C——»'s SPEF CH againſt 
the Bill for reſtraining the S TAGE. 
10 Lords, | 


Houle of Commons with ſo much Precipitancy, as even 


Ei THE Bill now before your Lordſhips having paſo'd the 


2 to get the Start of One that deſerved all the Reſpec which 


could be paid it, has ſet me on conſidering why /o much Regard 
has been paid to this; why it has been puſhed into the Houle at 


the Clo/e of a Seſſion, and preſs'd, in ſo ſingular a Manner; but 
J confeſs, I am yet a Loſs to find out the great Occaſion. My 


Lords, I apprehend it to be a Bill of a very extraordinary, a very 
dangerous Nature; and altho' it /ee;zs deſigned only as a Reftraint 
on the Licentiouſneſs of %e Stage, I fear, it looks farther, and 
tends to a Reſtraint on the Liberty of the Preſs, a Rellraint on 
Liberty itſelf. 
this Bill was moving in the Houſe of Commons, That a Play was 
offer'd the Players, which if my Account was right, is truly of a 


Moſt ſcandalous, a moſt * Nature. What was the Effect? 
| Way 


[ have gather'd from common Talk, while 


(38-23 
Why they not only re/2/ed to act it, but carried it to a certain 
Perſon in the Adminiſtration, as a ſure Method to have it ſup- 
preſs'd. Could this be the Qccafion of the Bill? Surely no, the 
Cantion of the Players could never Occaſion a Law to reſtrain 
them, it is an Argument in their Favour, and a material One, 
in my Opinion, againſt the Bill, and. is to me 4 Proof that the Laws 
are not only ſufficient to deter them from acting what they know 
zwould offend, bat alſo to puniſh em in Caſe they ſhould venture 


to do it. — My Lords, I muſt own I have obſerved of late a 


remarkable Licentiouſneis in the Stage. There were two Plays 
acted laſt Winter that, one would have though, would have given 
the greate/? Offence, and yet were ſuffered without any Cenſure 
whatever; in one of theſe Plays the Author thought, fit to repre- 
ſent Religion, Phyfick, and the Laws, as inconſiſtent with Com- 
mon Senſe ; the other was founded on 4 Story very unfit for a 


Theatrical Entertainment at this Time of Day; a Story ſo recent 


in the Minds of Engliſhmen, and of /o ſolemn a Nature, that 
_ unleſs it be from the Pa/pit, we ought not to be reminded of it. 
The Stage may want Regulation, the Stage may have it; and yet 
be kept within Bounds without 4 new Law for the Purpoſe. I 
am againſt this Bill, as an Annecęſſary, and as a dangerous One, 
and ſhall give your -Lordſhips my Reaſon for this Opinion. — 


My Lords, I obſerve a Power is to be lodged in the Hands of ane 
Perſon only, to judge and determine the Offences made puniſh- 


able by this Bill, a Pozer too great to be in the Hands of any 


One.—— When I ſay this I am ſure, I do got mean to 


give the /ea/?, the moſt diſtant Offence, to that Noble Perſon 
who fills the Poſt of L Q -, and whoſe natural 
Candour and Love of Juſtice, I know would not permit him to 
exerciſe that Power but with the greate Juſtice and Humani- 
ty; and was it conf/Zent with the Nature of Property, or were we 
ſure that the Succe//ors in that Office would always be Perſons of 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed Qualities, I think ſuch a Power could not be 
truſted in a ſafer Hand. My Lords One of the greate/ Goods 
we can enjoy is Liberty; the beſt Things have their A//ays 3 
Liberty has its Allay. Licentionſneſs is the Allay of Liberty, it is 
the Excreſcence and the Ebullition of it.— When I touch 


the One, it is with a fearful, with a trembling Hand, leſt 1 


ſhould «nwarily do a Violence to the other: Is a Play a Libel 
upon any One? The Law is ſufficient to puniſh the Ofender, and 
the Perſon in this Caſe has a ,ingular Advantage, he can be at 
no Diffi culty to prove who is the Pabliſber of it, the Player him- 
ſelf is the Pabliſßer, and there can be no want of Epidence to 
convict him, When we complain of the Licentiouſneſs of the 
Stage, I tear we have more Reaſon to complain of bad meaſures 
in our Policy, and a general Decay of Virtue and good Morals 
among us. Let the Cenſured mend their Actions, and Cenſure 
wilt retort upon the Cenſurer, the Ridiculer make only W 

ridi- 
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ridiculous, and Odium will fall to the Ground. In the Roman 


Story, there is an Inſtance applicable to the preſent Occaſion : 
During the Triumvirate of Pompey, Craſſus, and Sylla, one 


Diphilus a Poet had wrote a Play, wherein Pompey was particu- 


larly mark'd out, (Pompey at that Time was as well known by the 
Name of Magnus as Pompey) and in a Speech of the Play, where 
the bad Meaſures of the Time were exploded, it concluded with 
theſe Words, E Miſeria noſira tu es Magnus; upon which the 
Audience gave a 4niver/a/ Clap of Applauſe, and were ſo truck 


with the Vit and Force of the Expreſſion, that Cicero ſays, they 


made the Ackor repeat it a hundred Times — What did Pompey? 
(who was preſent on this Occaſion) Did he reſent the Satire, or 
the People's Applauſe? No: his Conduct was 20i/e and prudent ; 
he reflected juſtly within himſelf, that ſome Actions he had been 
guilty of had made him unpopular ; from that Hour he began to 
alter his Meaſures; he regain'd by Degrees the Peaple's Eſteem, 
grew Popular again; and then neither feared their Wit, nor elt 
their Satire — My Lords, the Stage, preſerved and kept up 
to its true Purpoſe, ſhould, no doubt, only repreſent thoſe In- 


cidents in the Actions and Characters of Men as may tend to the 
 Diſcouragement of Vice, and the promoting of Virtue and good Life ; 


nor does it vary from its Inſtitution, when it Helps us to judge 
of the Vices and Follies of the Times; and tho' the Romans, at 
the Time I have mentioned, were declining in their Liberty, yet 


it is plain they had not then 4% the Je of it: But when the 
Stage is under Power and Controul, ſuch Inſtances are not to be 


met with. In the Life of that wonderful and excellent Genius 
Moliere, the Author tells us, that when his Tar:uf7+ was acted, 
the Archbiſbop of Paris thought the Plan reflected upon him, and 


. fancied that Moliere had taken his Meaſure for one of the princi- 
pal Characters. Upon this, the Archbiſhop goes to the King, 


and makes heavy Complaints againit Moliere; and tho' the Play 
was juſtly admired as an excellent Piece, yet to p/zaſe the Arch- 
biſhop, the King //enced the Actors, and forbid the Play. Ma- 
liere, ſome Time after, in the Preſence of the Prince de Conde, 
took Notice to him how hard his Fate was to be under the King's 
Diſpleaſure for a Play that was founded upon the frife/ Rules of 
Morality, Virtue, and Religion, when at the ſame time Harlequin 


and his Italian Troop were ſuffered to act the moſt indecent Pieces 


imaginable, notoriouſly incouraging Vice and Immorality, and f- 
Fenſive to all Religion in the World. The Prince anſwer'd him very 
aptly, I am not at all ſurprized at it, ſays he, for Harlequin 
only ridicules Religion in general, whereas you have ventured to 
ridicule the Prime Miniſter of it. I muſt ſay freely, I am for no 


_ Power that may exert itfeli in an Arbitrary Manner; the C—t ' 


is always for favouring its ozvn Schemes, and is fond of making 
every Thing in its Power ſub/ervient to them; our Stage "has 
been formerly made very zul in this Particular; in King 

2 Char: 


20 5 
Charles the Second's Time, there was a Licenſer at Court, what 
was the Practice then? Vhy, we were out of Humour with Hol- 
land, Dryden the Laureat wrote his Play of the Cruelty of the 


Dutch at Amboyna. When the affair of the Excluſion Bill was 


depending, he wrote his Duke of Guiſe.——— When the Court 
took Offence at the City, ( where there was ſome Property to 
preſerve, as well as to defend) the Plays repreſented the Citigens 
as a Parcel of Griping Uſurers and' deſigning Knaves, and to 
make their Characters compleat, Cucko/as. The Cavaliers at 
that Time, who were to be flattered, tho the worſt of Chara- 


ctere, were always very worthy honeſt Gentlemen; and the Diſ⸗ 
ſenters, who were to be abuſed, were always Seoundrels and quaint 


miſchievous Fellows. Teague, a notorious Rogue, that lived 
by Rapine and Plunder, was the fine Gentleman; and he that 
could not follow Teague, in his Pokticks, was a fad Fellow, and 
capable of no Truft whatſoever. In this Manner was .the 
Stage managed under a Licenſer.— And though I have the 
greateſt Eſteem for that Noble Lord in whoſe Hands this Power 
at preſent is deſigned to fall, and whoſe Impartiality and Judg- 
ment I have the greateſt Confidence in, yet ſometimes a Leaning 
towards the Faſhion of the Court is hard to be avoided; and as to 
Virtue and good Morals, that is not always the P/ace where the 

are to be found. My Lords, if it were zeceſſary a Bill of this 
Kind ſhould. paſs, I am of Opinion, the Method propoſed in 
this, to reſtrain the Licentiouſneſs complained of, ill nor An- 


ſcver the Purpoſe: for if it does not extend to the Reraint of 


Printing, (which I hope it never will) it cannot produce that 
deſired Effet. When my L—d C. has marked a Play 
with Refuſal, may it not be printed? Vill it not be printed with 


double the Advantage, when it ſhall be inſinuated, that it was 


refuſed, for having ſome Character, or Strokes of Wit or Satire 
In it, that were ot /uffered to come on the Stage? And will not 


the Printer ſet the Refuſal in his Title-page, as a Mark of Value? 


Is it not natural to be ford of any thing that is forbid? and will 
it not be more likely to have its Effect among the People, by 
this means, when the printed Play may coſt but a Shilling, and 


the ſceing it acted will colt 3 or 4? — Does not the Satire remain 


in Print to be read and conſidered, when the Offence in acting 
is oer and forgot ? —— I don't doubt but there are People 


who will At down to write a Play on purpoſe to have it refuſed, 


and that will be the on/y Merit belonging to it; for I muſt obſerve 
to your Lordſhips, that altho' it is very difficult to write one that 
is fit to be accepted; yet it is ealy enough to write one that 
is fit to be r. The Players, I believe, are pretty ſenſible 
there are fewer puiliy of the /ormer than the latter. - it 
is the Property of thule who have it, and very often the only 
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Property they have. ——Thank God, Ve, my Lords, are better 
provided, than to depend upon ſo precarious a Support. I muſt 


own, I am not for laying any particular Reſtraint upon Fits; 
but by this Bill Wit is to be delivered out to be EXCISED, 


my Lords, and the L—d C is to have the Honour of 
being the Gager, the Eæciſeman, the Fudge and Fury; and the 
poor Author, who has not ſo much as a worthy Commiſſioner to 
appeal to, muſt patiently undergo the Rummaging of his Goods 


for fourteen Days together, before he can have them returned, 
and return'd how? Why, perhaps, with a Prohibition againſt | 


his L/ of them—No Play was ever wrote, but ſome of the Cha- 
raters, Speeches, and Expreſſions, might be interpreted to 
point out /ome Perſon or another; it is 7mpoſſib/e to write any 
thing for the Stage, that is not liable to the moſt unthought of 
Conſtructions; it is not to be avoided: And tho! it may have the 


Iatu fu! Paſſport to it, yet when it comes to be acted the People 


will make their Applications. And here I cannot help obſerv- 
ing, what an u#thankful Office it muſt prove to that Noble Lord 


who is to make the Piece current, when Reflections ſhall be fix d 


upon particular Perſons, and be authoriz'd at the ſame Time 


under his own Hand. Such Accidents will be no little Uneaſineſs 


to that Noble Perſon, whoſe great Conduct in Life is well known 


always to avoid giving the 4e Ofante to any One. My Lords, 
from Laws of this Nature I ſuſpect very ill Conſequences, nor 


can I frame to myſelf any one good Argument or Reaſon for this 


Bill—Itis zu Arroz that does but glance upon the Stage; it gives 


its Wound at a Diſtance. —— No Country ever loſt its Liberty 
at once, tis by Degrees that Work is to be done; by /uch Degrees 
as creep inſenſibly upon you, till *tis Zoo /ate to ſtop the Miſ- 


chief. Like the ſhadowing of a Colour, we may trace it from 
its firſt Light into its deepe/? Dye, but are not able to di/linguiſs 


the {everal Gra4ations of it. 


It is neceſſary that the 


_ Briars and Thorns ſhould be removed, before Pozoer can clear 


itſelf for Action; but then we ſee it taking long Strides over a 
Land. The Romans loſt their Liberty, by reſtraining Li- 


 eentiouſneſs ; T hope We ſhall never do it at % dear Rate, and 
yet I fear we are clearing the Way for thoſe who may thank us 


hereafter for doing ſo much of the Work ready to their Hands. — 
Our Laws, I am convinced, are already ſufficient to puniſh 


Licentiouſneſs in any Shape; and I can ſee no Reaſon for a new 


one, that may be dangerous, and, impartially, nuſt be allowed 
to be anneceſſary. 8 
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C—y C-— — LETTER to the 


CRA FTS MAN. 
7 CALEB DANVERS, EV. 


Dear Ca eb, 


ö Dod fiert non debet, fadtum valet, is a ſaying of ſome old 
Craftſman, and as it is a very wiſe Maxim, I ſhall ven- 
ture to write to Thee upon it. I was in Hopes that tho 


You were againſt the Bi for licenſing the Stage, You would be 


for making it effectual, now it is paſs'd into a Law. I take Thee 

to be no Jacobite, though a damn'd moroſe Prig of a Patriot; but 
thy Papers being read, where our Gazetteer are never heard of, 
give me Leave to make them the Vehicle of ſome Obſervations I 
have ſet down for the Licenſer's Uſe. A Perſon of his Rank, 
though He delighted never ſo much in reading, cannat be pre- 
ſumed to have Leiſure enough for ſo tedious an Employment; 

and I would willingly ſhew Him how proper I am for the Buſi- 
- neſs, having, by my former Vocation, ſeveral Plays by Heart, 

and tho” I ſay it, that ſhould not ſay it, the belt Judge in Exg- 
land of ail Dramatical Performance. 

I write to You, upon this Occaſion, with the more Freedom, 
becauſe You were formerly pleaſed to recommend Me as a pro- 
per Superviſor of all Plays, old and new, and to make an In- 
dex expurgatorius of ſuch Paſſages as are not now fit to be brought 
upon the Stage. I have taken the Hint, and ſet my Mark upon 

a Multitude of Paſſages in Plays now in Being, which will be 
proper to be left out in all future Repreſentations of them. For 
Method's Sake I have put them under ſeveral Heads, as they 


regard Politicks, Divinity, or Bawary. - The f of theſe ſhall 


be chiefly my Province ; and if I might preſume to recommend 
a fit Perſon to take Care of the other two Heads, I would name 
Mr. Orator H——y, not only as He is undoubtedly orthodox, 
and of a ſound Character in every other Reſpect, but likewiſe 


becauſe He may at preſent be an Object of Charity, ſince the 


Oratory itſelf may come under the Deſcription of the AZ, 
which takes in all Iaterludes, where Money is given at the 
Door. | * 
The Paſſages I have already collected upon this Head of 
Politichs, which I have undertaken, are fo very numerous, that 
I can only give You a little Specimen of them at preſent, with 
Relation io Kings, Queens, Princes, and Minifters of State. 
I ſhall begin with e Life and Death of King Jon x, which I had 
alter d from Shakeſpeare ; though the T'own was ſo unreaſonably 
prejudiced againſt Me, that They almoſt unanimouſly combined 


: againſt 


6 
againſt its Repreſentation ; and I am ſorry to ſay, Caleb, that 
Thou waſt in the Number: But I doubt not to convince Thee, 
by a few Paſſages from it, that it ought not to be acted at pre- 


ſent, without an Alteration, though Mr. R 
the Preſumption to do it, after mine was rejected. 
In the firſt Place, it is to be obſerved, that King John is re- 
preſented through the whole Play as an U/urper, who ſeized and 
kept the Crown, in Prejudice to his elder Brother Geoffery's Son 
Arthur, who was then abroad, and ſupported by the Court of 
France. This young Prince's Mother, Conſtance, is drawn as a 
Woman of great Spirit, and Shakeſpeare hath put ſeveral Speeches 
in her Mouth, which are capable of very bad Applications; 
particularly the following. | 


5 hath had 


— i hen Law can do no Right, 
Let it be lawjul that Law barr 10 Wrong. 1 
Law cannot give my Child his Kingdom here; 

For He, that holds his Kingdom, holds the Law; 
Therefore ſince Law itſelf is perfect Wrong, 
How can the Law forbid my Tongue to curſe ? 


This is a downright Aſſertion that England was then under a 
Parliamentary-Tyranny, or legal Slavery; and as you Malecon- 
tents are charged with hinting at ſomething of the ſame Nature 
at preſent, I left out the whole Paſſage, in my Alteration of 
this Play. 


King John having intirely loſt the Affections of his People, 
Cardinal Pandulph, the Pope's Legate, encourages the Dolphin 
of France to invade England, in the following Terms, which I 
had likewiſe omitted. | 


— I but a Dozen French 

Were there in Arms, They would be as a Call! 

To train ten Thanſand Engliſh to their Side; 

Or as a little Snow, tumbled about | 
Anon becomes a Mountain O noble Dolphin, 
Go with me to the * King; 'tis wonder ful 

What may be wrought out of their Diſcon tent, 
Now that their Souls are top-full of Offence. 


When the King heard of the Do/phin's being landed with a 


Body of Forces, He ſpeaks thus to Hubert, whom He had or- 


der'd to murther Prince Arthur. 


He King of France, 


\ 
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Tt is the Curſe of Kings, to be attended 
By Slaves, that take their Humours for a Warrant; 
And on the winking of Authority, | 
To underſtand a Law; to know the Meaning 
Of dangerous Majeſty, when perchance it frowns | 
More upon Humour than advis'd Reſpect. | 


How this may be apply'd I leave You and the Reader to judge; 
as well as the following Paſſage in the ſame Play, where the King 
conjures the Cardinal Legate to make Uſe of his Authority againſt 


the French, who were then Advancing againſt Him. 


Oar diſcontented Courtiers do revolt + 

Our People quarrel with Obedience, 
v Swearing Allegiance and the Love of Soul 

To Stranger Blood, 0 foreign Royalty. 
This Inundation of miſtemper'd Humour 

' Reſts by You only to be qualify'd. 
Then pauſe not; for the preſent Time's ſo ſiths 
That preſent Medicines muſt be miniſter d, 
Or Overthrow incurable enſues, 


This Play concludes with the Death of the Xing; who, being 
bliged to leave the Field, retired to Sineſbead Abbey, where 
he was ſuppoſed to be poiſon'd by a Monk; upon which the 
diſcontented Lords deſerted the French, and join'd with Prince 
Henry, their new Sovereign, in the Defence of their Country, 


which his Father had brought to the Brink of Deſtruction. 


—— ——Dof{t not Thou think, Caleb, that this Moral requires a 
different Turn; or that very invidious Conſtructions may not be 
put upon it, as it ſtands at preſent? I took Care to prevent all 
theſe in my Alteration; but as the World was not pleaſed to ſee 
it, Modeſy obliges me to be ſilent upon that Head. . 
The next Play, that falls under my Conſideration, is the Life 
and Death of King Richard the ſecond, written by the /ame Au- 
thor ; which hath net been ated within my Memory, and I think 


never ought, without confiderable Caſtrations and Amendments; 


for it not only repreſents an nate, miſguided Prince, degoied 


by his People, which is agreeable enough to the Principles of the 


Revolution; but likewiſe contains ſeveral Paſſages, which the 

diſaffefed may turn to their Account. I will mention only 

ar 6 | 
The King, ſpeaking of the Duke of Hereford, (his Succeſſor, 


by the Name of Henry the 47h) makes the following Reflec- 
tion upon his Popularity. 


. Bagot and Greene 
Os ſere d his Courtſhip to tbe common People; 1 
at 


( 25 ) 

Ao He dia ſeem to dive into their Hearts,  _ 

_ With humble and familiar Courteſii  _ 

What Reverence He did throw away on Slaves, 
Wooing poor Craftſmen with the Craft of Souls, 

| And patient under-bearing of his Fortune. 


It is to be obſerved that the Xing had uſed the Duke of 


Hereford very ill; and though He was neither his Sen, not 
| his Zawful Heir, malicious People may apply it to Princes, 


between whom there js a much nearer Relation. I need ſay no 
more; but ſhall leave it to your Judgment, whether this Paſ- 


ſage ought not to be expunged, as well as the whole firſt Scene 
d 


the ſecond AQ; particularly where Fohn of Gaunt, Duke, 


of Lancaſter, foretels the Fate of the King his Nephew, juſt 


before his Death. As You formerly quoted this prophetical Speech 
in one of your Papers, I ſhall repeat only the Concluſion of it. 


4 4 7 N * * . 8 %% 185 8 Iv 32 4.8 \ 
This Land of ſuth dear Souls, this dear-dear Land. 
Dear for her Reputation through the World, © © 

I nov leas d out, (I dye pronouncing it). 


* 


Lide to n Tenement, or pelting Farm. * © 


England, bound in with the triumphant Sea, 


Whoſe ha Heme btats back the envious Siege © 
Of wat'ry 2 


BONUS. eee ee 
That England, that was wont to conguer others ; 
Hath made a ſpameful Congueſt of itſelf. _ 


This is ſuch a general Reflection upon my dear Country, and 
the whole Myſtery of Treaty-making, that I think it ought not 
to be ſuffer'd fo appear even in Print, much leſs to be pro- 
nounced upon the Sage. ” RA 
In another Part of the ſame Scene, od Gaunt : the 
King, in this licentidus Manner, which will likew.. it of 

very bad Conſtructions. as eas 


Thy Death-bed is no leſer than the Land, 
 Wherein thou left in Reputation ſick. 
And Thou too careleſs, patient as Thou art, 

Commits'ft thy anointed Body to the Cure 

Of thoſe Phyſicians, bat firſ# wounded Thee 3 

A thouſand Flatterers fit within thy Crown, 

Whoſe Compaſs is no bigger than thy Hand, 

And yet intaged in ſo ſmall a Verge, © 

The Waſte is no whit leſſer than thy Land: 


| At 
— — * 7 


eptune, .73 bound in with Shame, EC OE 
With Ixxx Bolts and ROTTEN PARCHKMENT, 


| 
| 
| 
. 
b 
| 
1 
| 
/ 
| 
4 


TEL - 
At the latter End vf this Scene, the Fllowidg Dialogue paſſes 


between Northumberland, Willoughly i 48d 2955 * * more ff 
intolerable than all the reſt. | 


Nor. The King is 70 Eni but 05 "TY 
+ By -Flatterers, and hat The 55 will e l 


eerly in Hate gainſt any # us all 


7} at will the Ying ſevere 7 proſecute X 
Ro 87 2 Commons bath He pill'd. wi grievous Taxis, 
nd, quite 'toft their Hearts. The Nobles Bath He r | 
1 (nd dait ew ExaCtions are degis'd 
t what | 7 ts None doth become of this? 
But bajely 4 ub Compromiſe 
That, hich his Anceſters atchiev'd with Blows. 


ainfl Ms, our Lives, our Chi laren and our Heiri. 
7 ancient warreli, and quite loft their Hearts. 
or. Wars þ Ye po waſted it ; for warr'd He bath not, 
yiel | 
More hath Hz ſpent. in Peace than they in Wars. 


This wants no Comme ; and therefore 1 ſhall proceed T6 - -*:- 
the ſecond Part "5 Jenry. 375, NAA, as likewiſe written : 

by Shakeſpeare., Eyer knows t bat 751 Prince mounted 

the Throne, upon N tion of bord the 2d, by the AC. 

fiſtance, and with. the general. 15 bl ation of the People; but 

He ſoon loft the Hearts of Kis beſt 1 the Earl of Nor- 


"— x: 


2 N and pry: them very ill. Mn made Pen ing 
ſperate, and provoked. Them to take up Arm 8 2gaioft big bim. As 
y.were very Popular Lords, many - ar join q with Them ; 
e 55 reſt, the Arch-Bi/hop ef Verf. who encouraged 
em wich Hopes of Sücceſs by the toll lowing ( bſervation. 


- The ea is ft of their own Choice, | 
| Their over-greedy 1045 Thy ſurfeited. 


The Facebites may take Ocealion from hence to 8 1 
dare not ſay what, and point it out to the Notice of the Au- 
dience by Clapping; which one of my honourable Friends hath 
lately proved to be a very ſeditious and almoſt treaſonable Prac- 
tice. —— Let this Paſſage therefore be expunged, as well as 
ſeveral others in both Parts of the Jame Jay, which I have 
mark'd down in my Inden expurgatorius. 

You have alrebdy obſerved that Ben Fobnſin's 8 R 1Anut 
and Sir John Denham's 8B o r u y have not been acted theſe 
many Years, The Fall of Monrtugk was lately prohibit- 
* after it had run ſeveral Nights; and there are many oor | 

— ay, 
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Plays, which require the ſame ung litura, or at leaſt very large 


Expurgations; ſuch as the tragical Part of the Spanifs Fryar, 


Don Sebaſtian, and even Cato itſelf, which abound, with inſuf- 


ferable Reflections upon Kings, Queens, Favourites, and wicked 


Men in Power. 


I do not remember that 41/ for Love, or the World well tft, 
hope the preſent worthy Managers of our Theatres will have 
the Prudence not to bring it on again, for ſome Time, or to 
ſuppreſs the following Paſſages. The firſt is where Ventidius 
ſpeaks thus to Alexas, concerning Ant bony's unſeaſonable and 
ridiculous Fondneſs for a foreign Miſtreſs. | 


I tell Thee, Eunuch, She hath quite unmann'd Him, 
Can any Roman ſee, and know Him now, 

Thus alter d from the Lord of half Mankind, 
Unbent, unſinetv d, made a Woman's Toy, 
Sbrunk from the vaſt Extent of all his Honours, 
And crampt within a Corner of the World? 


hath been acted at either Houle for a Year or two paſt; and [ 


Who knows how This may be apply'd : or whether our ad- 


ous Patriots may not lay the Scene in /ome other Corner of the ; 
World, beſides Rgypt? —— This Subject is farther purſued in 
ſeveral Parts of the ſame Play; particu 


| | arly in the third Act, by 
Pentidius, and Dolabella; the latter of whom Anthony reproa- 


ches with his former Paſſion for Cleopatra; upon which Dola- 
bella replies thus | 


Dola. And ſhould my Weakneſs b+ a Plea for yours? 

Mine was an Age, when Love might be excuſed, + 
When kindly Warmth, and when my ſpringing Youth 

Made it a Debt to Nature. Yours 


* « „ - 


Yours, He would ſay, in your : Ye FIR 77 

When uo more Heat was left but what you farced 3. 

When all the Sap was needful for the Trunk. 
When it went down, then You conſtrain d the Courſe, 
| And robb d from Nature to ſupply Deſire. 

In You (T would not uſe ſo barſh a Word) 

'Tis but plain Dotage. 


I will not pretend to ſay that Mr. Dryden prophetically in- 
tended any RefleQion upon the preſent Times, in this Dialogue: 


but that it may be conſtructed in ſuch a Senſe by Thoſe, who 
are ſo much addicted to Para/lels and Applications, I believe no- 
body will deny; and therefore it ought to be ſuppreſs'd 
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There are ſeveral Paſſages, to the ſame Purpoſe, in Lee's 
Alexander, or the Rival Queen; but I ſhall inſtance only the 
following. The Queen Conſort ſpeaks it. 


Stat. Roxana then enjoys my perjur'd Love; 
Roxana c/laſps my Monarch in her Arms, | 
|  Doats on my Conqueror, my dear Lord, my King. 


As to Miniſters of State, eſpecially Prime. Miniſters, all our 
modern Plays are ſo full of Satire upon Them, that it would re- 
quire Volumes to make Extracts from them at large. I ſhall 
therefore mention only one; I mean the Tragedy of Sir Valter 
Raleigh; which, beſides the general Reflection upon our Coun- 
dry, for being tamely bully'd and inſulted by Spain, is ſtuff'd with 
the groſſeſt and moſt virulent Aſperſions upon great Men, who 
have the Happineſs to get at the Height of Power and Favour 
with their Prince. Carew, a Friend of Sir Valter Ra- 
leigb, inveighs againſt the Corruption of thoſe Times, in the 
following Manner. | | 


Car. That Gold, believe me, Sir, is well emplay'd, 


It works like Poiſon through aur weaken'd State, 
Infects our generous pure Forefathers Blood, 
And fits our. free-born Souls for foreign Yokes. 
How many noble Struftures could J name, 
What ſumptuous Villa's, Iabour'd up to Heav'n, 
Enrich'd with figured Silks, and fliff with Gold, 
But not one Tale in all the Pile to ſay, 
« Theſe are the Monuments of perjur'd Faith, 
„The high-rais'd Spoils of mercenary Greatneſs ? 


Lord Cobharn ſpeaks to the ſame Effect, and though He is te- 


| preſented mad, there ſeems to be very good Senſe in what He 


ſays, however liable to bad Interpretations. I will only give 


You a ſhort Specimen of it. 


Cob. O! what a Mine of Miſchief is a Stateſman! 
Ye furious Whirlwinds, and ye treach'rous Rocks, 
Ye Minifters of Death, devouring Fire, 
Convulfive Eartbquake, and Plague tainted Air, 
All you are merciful, and mild to Him, 
The paſſive Infliruments of righteons Heaven. 
But He, for Goodneſs form'd, and plac'd te blefb, 
Wilful oppoſes Providence in Spight, 
And is a DEVIL of his ewn Formation, 


The 


. 


* : PA 
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The dying Advice, which Sir Valter Raleigh gives to his 
Son, ſavours likewiſe of the ſame malevolent Spirit, as you 
will perceive by the following Lines. ä | 


Ral. Contract no Friendſbip with an o'ergrown Greatneſs, 


Falling, it cruſhes Thee; and ſtanding long, 
Grows inſolently weary of Support, 55 
And ſpurns the Prop that held it up before. 


It is needleſs to quote any more after This; and beſides my 


Letter is already grown too long. The only Deſign of it id to 


ſhew that the /ate Ad; for reſtraining the Stage, will not an- 
wer the Purpoſe intended by it, unleſs there be ſome Regulati- 
on of old Plays, as well as nezw ones; and that Nobody, without 
Vanity, is fitter for this Office than Myſelf. It will be a pret- 
ty Augmentation to That, which I now enjoy; and, indeed I 


have already diſtinguiſh'd myſelf in ſo remarkable a Manner, 
by gutting other People's Works, that I am in no great Doubt 


of Succeeding. I can only add, that if his Grace ſhould be 


| Pleaſed to beſtow this Employment upon Me, I will execute 


it, with great Induſtry, to the Confuſion of all Papifts, Facobites, 
Tncendiaries and Patriots. 18 


T am thine, 
as far as becomes me, 


C. C. P. L. 
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